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The importance of the circular economy

The importance of research for the circular
economy

The strategic importance to invest in research 
for the circular economy – science and policy 

as drivers for a circular economy
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The importance of the circular economy 

© European Commission

EU Priority 

Green deal 

 Circular economy action plans 

  Clean Industrial Deal

   Planned Circular Economy Act 2026 
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The importance of the circular economy 

• Autonomy  

• Reduced dependency on imported raw materials 

• Competitiveness & new markets

• Resilience in times of crisis

• Job creation

• Clean industry & Reducing footprint 

• Strategic alignment with EU policy 



• Monitoring, production, consumption behavior, business models, governance, 

supply chain organisation, …  

• CE: system level challenge 

 Importance of research beyond purely technical solutions – addressing 

social, institutional, economic dimensions 

 Research that can inform policy 
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The importance of research for the CE / circular 

textiles
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The importance of research for the CE / circular 
textiles
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Science and policy as drivers for a CE
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